to avoid when a certain drug is used. The second section has concise descriptions on the principles of pharmacology, emergency drug protocols in some medical emergencies such as cardiopulmonary resuscitation, malignant hyperthermia, anaphylaxis, status epilepticus, and also dosage adjustments in patients on renal replacement therapy. The last section consists of appendices of key data, weight conversions, infusion dosage calculations and a useful colour fold-out intravenous drug compatibility chart.
There is a lot of useful information in this book that is not readily available in some bigger textbooks. However, there are some significant omissions. For example, cefepime, clonazepam, glycopyrrolate, the use of thiopentone for intracranial pressure control, octreotide infusion for variceal bleeding and the potential pro-arrhythmic effect of haloperidol and droperidol and their interaction with drugs that can cause prolonged QT interval were not mentioned. Despite these omissions, the vast amount of useful information contained in this current edition is value for money and will be invaluable to all ICU medical and nursing staff working in the intensive care unit.
K. M. Ho Perth, Western Australia
Kaplan's Cardiac Anaesthesia, 5th Edition. Ed J. A.
Kaplan, Assoc Eds D. L. Reich, C. L. Lake, S. N. Konstadt. Saunders-Elsevier, Elsevier Australia, 30-52 Smidmore Street, Marrickville NSW 2204, www.elsevier.com.au; $425.00; 222×282 mm; pp. 1275; ISBN: 978-1416-00253-6. Is there a place for a textbook such as this in the age of the internet and the web? Some may argue that a textbook such as this is redundant when so much knowledge is easily accessible with a mouse. Not so, says this reviewer.
The 5th edition of 'Kaplan's' provides more than can be obtained by accessing information through the internet. It is, as was its predecessors, a comprehensive textbook that summarises collective experience and allows the reader access to essential, proven and relevant information. By necessity, this information is processed by the authors of each chapter and the editors have again ensured that experts abound throughout the book.
The book is divided into eight sections, each section having been revised, edited and updated from the previous edition. Within each section, chapters are introduced with key points and contain many "teaching boxes" that are appropriate and useful.
The chapters are logically arranged and mostly readable, with information easily referenced.
For the cardiac anaesthetist, this book represents a useful and worthwhile addition to the bookshelf; basic physiology and pharmacology ensure the book's relevance to trainees and excellent coverage of the anaesthetic care of the 'cardiac patient' undergoing non-cardiac surgery should ensure all anaesthetists could benefit from access to a copy of Kaplan's.
A. Puddy Melbourne, Victoria
Advances in Anaesthesia Volume 24. C. L. Lake;
Elsevier Australia, 30-52 Smidmore Street, Marrickville NSW 2204; www.elsevier.com.au; $255.00; 155×235 mm; pp. 214; ISBN 978-1-4160-3295-3. Volume 24 in the Advances in Anaesthesia series as usual covers a diversity of topics including nonobstetric surgery during pregnancy, present and future anticoagulants, off-pump coronary artery surgery, robotic heart surgery, fatigue in anaesthesia, intraoperative awareness, awake intracranial procedures, diversity and disparities in healthcare, anaesthesia in sites outside the operating theatre and off-label use of dexmedetomidine. This diversity in topics leads to varying degrees of relevance for individual anaesthetists, especially as some chapters such as those on cardiac surgery cover specialised topics.
The chapters on non-obstetric anaesthesia, anticoagulants and awareness are reasonably upto-date balanced reviews, including the place of BIS monitoring. The chapter on fatigue is not new and reinforces the problems faced by all of us and documents the effects on American anaesthesia training where the hours of trainees are regulated but not those of the trainers. The chapter on awake intracranial procedures is a basic 'how to' chapter and I am unsure of its general interest. The topic of diversity in healthcare and its implication in a multicultural society has relevance to Australia. The dexmedetomidine chapter is very interesting.
Overall the diversity of the contents results in advantages and disadvantages. In addition the quality of information is variable. The book would be useful for a departmental library but less so for the individual anaesthetist.
K. Cronin Warrnambool, Victoria.
